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Our Partners
Silver Lakes Golf Estate
Situated in the east of Pretoria in South Africa's Gauteng province,
Silver Lakes derives its name from the numerous lakes around which
the course was built, with the most beautiful 'silver' sunsets over the
water.
With a signature 18-hole Peter Matkovich designed golf course, the
Estate offers a tranquil lifestyle to its residents which includes fishing
opportunities in our numerous natural dams, two tennis courts, two
squash courts, a game reserve filled with local buck and small
animals, nature hiking trails & other fun activities.
www.silverlakes.co.za

Elmwood International
Situated in Cupar St Andrews Scotland, Elmwood College and
Elmwood International provide educational programmes from
Access Level to Higher National Diploma, with progression onto
degree level qualifications.
www.sruc.ak.uk

The R&A
The R&A organises The Open, golf's oldest Major, along with a
number of other amateur and junior events, some of which are
sanctioned by other golfing bodies. In addition, The R&A assumes
responsibility for the administration of the Rules of Golf with the
consent of 152 organisations from the amateur and professional
game, and on behalf of over 30 million golfers in 138 countries
throughout Europe, Africa, Asia-Pacific and the Americas.
The R&A also provides best practice guidance on all aspects of golf
course management, to help grow golf throughout the world in a
commercially and environmentally sustainable way.
www.randa.org
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Ransomes Jacobsen
Ransomes Jacobsen's long history begins in 1789 when Robert
Ransome started his iron-foundry business with only £200.
Ransomes Jacobsen is committed to providing superior quality turf
maintenance equipment to customers around the globe.
Ransomes Jacobsen® is committed to providing the turf care
industry with the best training available for its customers and end
users.
www.jacobsen.com

The P.G.A. of South Africa
The Professional Golfers Association of South Africa is a members'
organization of over 500 qualified Club Professionals. The PGA
was founded in 1925 and lists amongst its members over the years
many of South Africa's greatest golfers and most dedicated
servants of the game.
The PGA is committed to training and serving golf pros whose
principal aim is to offer a highly professional service to golfers in all
aspects of the game.
www.pga.co.za

The South African Golf Association
The South African Golf Association is the governing body for male
amateur golf in South Africa.
www.saga.co.za

The Turfgrass Manager Association of South Africa
The TGMASA is committed to improve the standard of Turfgrass
Managers in Southern Africa through education and
professionalism. We would like to keep our members informed of
the latest technology and developments in the turf industry. We
shall communicate with all sporting bodies and associations in the
green industry when it relates to environmental issues as well as
education.
www.tgmasa.co.za
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Our Mission & Vision
Our Mission:It was our belief that not enough good young golfers were becoming Golf
Course Managers and Green Keepers. It is our mission therefore to find good young
aspiring professional golfers become Golf Course Managers.
Our Vision:
To provide high-quality, international standard, Golf and Greenkeeping instruction and
training in order to play a significant role in the advancement of the industry for the benefit of
South Africa and the African continent.
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International Greenkeeping Qualification
The International Greenkeeping Qualification is a two year full time programme of study
running in conjunction with the Tour Player Development Programme. On successful
completion of the International Greenkeeping Qualification students receive an
internationally recognised National Certificate in Greenkeeping from Elmwood College
St Andrews Scotland.
As part of the programme students study the theory of Greenkeeping and also gain practical
experience, learning on the Silver Lakes Golf Estate Golf Course. There are 9 modules of
study over the two years. Five modules are taken in the first year and four modules in the
second year.
Students will have the opportunity to attend lectures from guest speakers from our education
partners the R&A, Ransomes Jacobsen machinery manufacturers, the Ohio State University
and many South African turf professionals.
During their studies students will attend turf shows and Industry association meetings
allowing for networking opportunities for future employment
The programme offers internships of up to 18months in association with the Ohio State
University U.S.A, where students are placed on some of the top 50 golf courses in the U.S.A.
Gaining tournament experience and access to the most modern Course Management
practices.
The R&A recognise all students on the programme as R&A Scholars and offer placements at
the Open Championships.
One outstanding student each year is given the opportunity to attend the Alfred Dunhill Links
Championship at Kingsbarns Golf Links St Andrews.
Each student on the course is assisted in finding potential employment in South Africa
through our extensive Turf Managers network and students are also encouraged during their
two years of study to join the Turf Manager Associations in order to gain exposure within the
industry boost their profiles and help when entering the job market.
The course covers all aspects of modern Greenkeeping practices and aims to provide to most
up to date industry techniques in association with our education partners to create high
quality future Turf Managers.
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Tour Player Development Programme
INCLUDED IN PROGRAMME
Membership at Silver Lakes GC
4 mid-week rounds of golf at Silver Lakes GC
3 x 60 minute group golf coaching sessions per week
Unlimited balls on Silver Lakes’ driving range (Feb - Nov)
2 x fitness for golf sessions per week
Monthly mental conditioning group sessions
Access to fitness training equipment
Tournament entry advice and planning
Course strategy sessions
Weekly match play games
Order of Merit system
Statistics record (fairways, greens, putts, scrambling) - updated weekly on website
5 SLGA shirts (additional shirts can be purchased) and 3 caps
Annual affiliation fee with Northern Gauteng Golf Union
Rules of golf education
Code of Conduct & Discipline Policy
Weekly attendance reporting
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Overview of Course Modules
MODULE NAME

YEAR

NUMBER

Golf Course
Maintenance

1st Year

Module 1

Golf Machinery
Maintenance

1st Year

Module 2

Turfgrass Identification
& Production

1st Year

Module 3

Sportsturf
Nutrition

1st Year

Module 4

Plant
Husbandry

1st Year

Module 5

Sportsturf Soils
& Rootzones

2nd Year

Module 1

Golf Course Design
& Construction

2nd Year

Module 2

Golf Course Drainage
& Irrigation

2nd Year

Module 3

Tournament Preparation,
with Etiquette & Rules

2nd Year

Module 4
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Module 1

1st Year

Golf Course Maintenance
During this module students will study the most widely carried out maintenance practices
and the reasons why they are carried out.

Summary

The maintenance practices carried out on golf course playing surfaces which will be
covered are:
Ÿ Mowing Practices
Ÿ Verticutting
Ÿ Grooming
Ÿ Hole Changing
Ÿ Rolling
Ÿ Topdressing
Ÿ Overseeding
Ÿ Bunker Maintenance
Ÿ Brushing
Ÿ Switching
Ÿ Scarifying
Ÿ Aeration techniques

This module is designed to enable the student to acquire the basic practical skills
and knowledge required to maintain and renovate a golf course.

Outcomes

1 Identify and describe a range of equipment, machinery, materials and
products used in the maintenance and renovation of a golf course.
2 Use and operate a range resources to assist in the maintenance and
renovation of a golf course in accordance with current health and safety
requirements.
3 Identify and describe a range of common golf course turf problems and how
these problems and their effects can be reduced or controlled.
4 Prepare accurately a basic annual golf course maintenance and renovation
programme.
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Module 2

1st Year

Golf Machinery Maintenance
In this module we will study the various machines used on a golf course and their various
specific roles. This will tie in with the first module of Golf Course Maintenance as modern
machinery is used in nearly all aspects of course maintenance.
Examples of machinery used:
Greens Mower
Ÿ Fairway Mower
Ÿ Aeration Equipment
Ÿ Spraying Equipment
Ÿ Utility Vehicles
Ÿ Tractor Operation

Outcomes

Summary

Ÿ

This Module describes the working principles, operation and maintenance of a
range of turf and grounds care machinery and compares the performance of
selected machinery and equipment.

1 Describe internal combustion engines, drive-paths and working principles of
turf maintenance machinery.
2 Select and use appropriate machinery for given tasks in sports turf or
grounds care.
3 Compare specifications and work rates of turf maintenance machinery.
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Module 3

1st Year

Turfgrass Identification & Production
Here we will present the various species of grass found on a golf course and learn how to
identify species and study their individual characteristics and why particular grasses are
used on different surfaces of the golf course.
Examples of grasses studied will include:
Bentgrass species
Ÿ Kikuyu
Ÿ Bermuda
Ÿ Fescue species
Ÿ Meadowgrasses

Outcomes

Summary

Ÿ

This Unit is designed for candidates who are pursuing a career in the
greenkeeping and sportsturf industries and will enable them to identify the
fundamental characteristics of common turf grass species and to produce and
maintain new grass areas.

1 Identify the species used in turf grass production.
2 Describe the growth and development of the grass plant.
3 Select appropriate seed mixtures for given situations.
4

Prepare a site and establish an area of turf grass from seed or turf.
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Module 4

1st Year

Sportsturf Nutrition
Students will learn the importance of effective management of surfaces through the correct
and timely application of fertilisers. Introduce the most widely used nutrients of Nitrogen,
Phosphorous and Potassium (N,P,K) Macro Nutrients. The effects these have on the turf.
Types of nutrition:
Quick release
Ÿ Slow Release
Ÿ

Types of application:
Liquid
Ÿ Granular

Summary

Ÿ

This unit enables the candidate to acquire the skills required for applying
fertilisers, supported by knowledge of plant foods and the subsequent effects on
sportsturf. Candidates will develop the skills to identify both the deficiency and
excess symptoms of major and minor elements. Candidates will be able to use
the correct terminology relating to the choice and use of fertilisers. Candidates
will be able to calculate quantities required, calibrate a fertiliser distributor and
apply fertiliser in a given situation.

Outcomes

1 Explain the importance of mineral elements in turf nutrition.
2 Identify types of fertiliser and state the uses of each.
3 Select an appropriate fertiliser and the quantity required for a given
situation.
4 Operate a fertiliser distributor.
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Module 5

1st Year

Plant Husbandry
This module follows on from knowledge gained in turfgrass Identification and Production
and introduces some of the most common pests, weeds and diseases which are encountered
on a golf course.

Summary

Ÿ

Pests
Weeds
Diseases

Outcomes

Ÿ
Ÿ

Students will gain knowledge on how to identify correctly pests, weeds and
disease symptoms and learn how to deal with pests and weeds and also to treat
turfgrass diseases.
It is appropriate for candidates wishing to acquire an introductory knowledge of
plant protection. On completion of the unit candidates will be able to identify a
range of common weeds, pests, diseases and non-pathogenic disorders and of
appropriate techniques to control common infestations.

1 Identify a range of common weeds, pests, diseases and non-pathogenic
disorders.
2 Describe a range of common weeds, pests, diseases and non-pathogenic
disorders and their effects on plants.
3 Outline appropriate methods of control of a range of common infestations.
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Module 1

2nd Year

Sportsturf Industry Soils & Rootzones

Summary

Ÿ

Soils and Rootzones
Turf Quality Evaluation
Sustainability in Golf
Candidates who complete this unit will have a greater understanding of the
processes that formed natural soils over a period of time. Candidates will be
able to identify the properties of a soil that make them suitable or unsuitable for
sportsturf by completing a textural analysis.
Candidates will be able to correctly identify a range of soil structures, appreciate
what constitutes a fertile soil and explain the components of a soil suitable for
the sportsturf industry. Candidates will also appreciate the range of soil
amendments and substitute materials that have developed over recent years.

1 Describe the processes that influence soil formation.
2 Describe the characteristics of a range of soils.
3 Describe a range of root-zone materials used in the sportsturf industry.
Outcomes

Ÿ
Ÿ

Students will acquire experience in the evaluation and measurement of quality of
surfaces through the use of specific tools, such as the trunesmeter, greenstester,
clegg hammer, soil temperature, moisture monitors and the stimpmeter.
Students will also be introduced to the concept of sustainability and the
importance of environmental stewardship in modern golf course management.
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Module 2

2nd Year

Golf Course Design & Construction
An introduction to the processes involved in constructing a golf course and a courses main
design features. The unit is designed to enable candidates to develop relevant construction
skills and techniques by participating in the construction of important golf course features
(i.e. a green or tee and a bunker). It will also enable candidates to develop a basic
knowledge and understanding of the methods and resources required in golf course
construction.
Students will study the various techniques of golf course construction the types of
golf course layouts, learn how to construct golf course features and also study
the history of golf.

Summary

Course Types (Parkland, Links, Heathland)
• Design Principles
• Site Selection
• Planning
• Architecture
Site Clearance and Earth Works
• Shaping
• Planting and Grow in

• Drainage

U.S.G.A greens construction specification
• Materials selection
• Grading and Layering
• Seed bed preparation
• Establishment

Outcomes

Bunker & Tee Construction
• Levelling
• Grow in

• Drainage

1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the current methods and
resources required to construct a green or tee.
2 Participate in the construction of one type of green or tee.
3 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the current methods and
resources required to construct a bunker.
4 Participate in the construction of one type of bunker.
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Module 3

2nd Year

Sportsturf Drainage & Irrigation

Outcomes

This module will enable the candidate to gain knowledge in regards to drainage of sports
surfaces and irrigation. The candidate will increase his or her knowledge in carrying out
practical and effective irrigation of a range of turf or artificial surfaces. It will also assist the
candidate in detecting and repairing irrigation and drainage component faults.
1 Demonstrate knowledge of the practical problems of draining sports surfaces
and identify the range of drainage system layouts, components and materials
used for sports surfaces.
2 Carry out basic installation and maintenance work on a drainage system
3 Describe the processes of irrigating sports surfaces while gaining knowledge
of the various types of water sources and storage used for irrigation.
4 Outline a range of irrigation components used for sports surfaces and repair
or replacement of defective irrigation components.

14

Module 4

2nd Year

Tournament Preparation, with Etiquette & Rules
Tournament Standards
Rules of Golf & Etiquette

Summary

This module will help aspiring turf managers to gain understanding in managing
tournaments and preparing golf courses for events.

Outcomes

Ÿ
Ÿ

Advice and techniques for effective interaction and communication with
members, clubhouse management, staff and golfers so as to keep all parties
informed of green keeping practices and the work of the green keeping staff.
Modern green keepers are expected to liaise closely with all stake holders and
proper skills are vital in getting the best out of the golf course.

1 Prepare and set up a golf course to tournament standards.
2 Acquire skills to effectively communicate with greens staff, clubhouse staff
and members.
3 Learn the rules of golf affecting maintenance.
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Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

07:00

08:00

09:00

Secons Years
Greenkeeping Class
Secons Years
Greenkeeping Class

First Years
Greenkeeping Class
First Years
Greenkeeping Class

15:00

16:00

Secons Years
Greenkeeping Class
Secons Years
Greenkeeping Class

Coaching

First Years
Greenkeeping Class

Secons Years
Greenkeeping Class

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

THURSDAY

First Years
Greenkeeping Class

Coaching

13:00

Coaching

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

WEDNESDAY

First Years
Greenkeeping Class

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

TUESDAY

14:00

Coaching

12:00

11:00

10:00

MONDAY

TIME

2017 TIMETABLE

Psychology

Psychology

Psychology

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical

Golf Course Practical
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